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The  attention  of  parties  interested  in  developing  the  great 
mineral  wealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  respectfully  directed  to  the 
following  striking  and  full  report  of  Professor  William  P- 
Eobeets,  who  has  just  returned  after  a  careful  examination 
and  survey  of  the  entire  tract  comprised  within  the  purchase 
of  the  Westeen  Coal  Company. 
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REPORT. 


This  tract  of  bituminous  coal  lands  is  selected  from  some 
of  the  choicest  and  most  valuable  properties,  in  all  that  well 
known  and  justly  appreciated  coal  basin,  through  v/hich 
flows  the  Youghiogheny  river.  The  bituminous  coal  taken 
from  this  district  to  distant  markets,  even  as  far  as  ISTew 
Orleans,  is  Avell  known  and  much  sought  after,  and  commands 
a  higher  price  generally  than  any  other  kind  from  other 
places.  The  Westmoreland  coal  in  the  Eastern  markets  for 
gas  purposes  especially,  is  in  great  demand.  It  always 
commands  a  ready  sale  at  remunerating  prices.  It  is  the  same 
vein  as  the  one  so  extensively  mined  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  which  is  known  as  the  “Pittsburgh  Great  Seam,” 
This  vein  of  coal  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburgh  is  now 
worth,  and  sells  at  the  rate  of  from  a  thousand  to  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  per  acre.  The  subterranean  road-Avays  there 
are  very  extensive  in  this  vein  In  some  mines  they  have  to 
transport,  under  ground,  the  coal  tAVo  miles  and  more,  before 
it  reaches  daylight,  making  it  cost  considerable  at  the  pits’  or 
drifts’  mouths.  The  coal  strata  on  the  Youghiogheny  river 
dips  at  a  very  gentle  angle  towards  the  South-east,  and  the 
lands  selected  for  the  Western  Coal  Company  are  those  in  a 
body  underneath  which  the  entire  coal  of  the  “  Pittsburgh 
Seam”  lies  in  that  position  so  as  to  be  mined  in  every  part 
of  the  property  above  Avater  level,  without  incurring  any  ex¬ 
pense  for  pumping  and  winding  machinery.  The  extent  of 
territory  is  about  one  thousand  acres.  It  fronts  on  the 
Youghiogheny  river  where  the  elevated  position  of  the  out 
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crop  of  the  coal  strata  in  tlie  blnff,  wliicli  is  cut  down  nearly 
vertical,  afti.>rds  ample  facilities  for  cleaning,  screening  and 
delivering  the  coal  into  the  railroad  cars  at  the  foot,  or  into 
the  boats  on  the  river,  by  a  single  plane,  self-acting  and  simple 
in  arraugment.  This  land  is  on  the  first  Pool  of  the  Yono-hi- 
ogheny  Slackwater  Navigation,  about  five  miles  above 
liicKeesiiort,  and  twenty  miles  Isy  the  course  of  the  rivers 
li’om  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  The  Pittsl)urgh  and  Connelsville 
railroad  runs  along  the  river  bank  and  close  to  the  mine 
roads,  giving  the  pj-opert}^  a  communication  l.)y  railroad,  and 
also  by  river,  with  all  markets  Avest  of  the  mountains,  and 
via  the  Pennsylvania  Central  with  eastern  cities. 

Idle  central  river  front  of  this  land  lias  already  been  opened 
and  air  Avays  drhmn  through  the  hill  at  great  expense  for 
ventilation.  This  body  of  land  has  Long  run  on  one  side, 
and  CraAvford’s  run  on  the  other,  lioth  forming  deep  and 
narroAV  ravines,  Avhere  the  vein  of  coal  comes  out  to  the 
surface  and  ivhich  affords  the  opportunity  of  perfectly  venti¬ 
lating  tire  mines  in  the  best  mn.nner,  and  to  the  utmost  limits 
of  the  estate,  by  Avhich  means  the  pure  air  can  be  carried  into 
the  Avorkings  in  the  rear  of  the  property  Avhenever  they  may 
lie  extended  to  this  point.  In  addition  to  the  opening  and 
Avorking  this  coal  vein  from  the  blulf  bank  of  the  river,  it 
can  also  be  profitalil)/"  mined  from  its  out-croppings  on  CraAV- 
fird’s  run,  AAdiere  three  or  more  entrances  can  be  had  if 
required,  from  an  easy  grade  railroad  of  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  that  AAfill  reach  the  Connelsville  road  on  the  river  bank, 
OAmr  AA'bich  the  coal  could  be  sent  direct  from  the  mine  to  market 
Avithout  traus-sliipment.  There  ai-e  several  mine  cars  and  a 
large  quantity  of  plane  irons  and  rails  on  the  ground,  and 
the  proposed  site  for  the  mine  at  the  river  is  admirably 
adapte  i  for  self-acting  planes. 

Tlie  coal  A'ein  is  six  feet  tliick,  five  and  a  half  feet  of 
AAfiiicli  !S  mined  and  marketable;  sometimes  it  works  the 
e'holr  thickness.  Tins  coal  lias  giA'at  reputation  for  making 


i 

\ 

gas.  It  is  solid  and  will  endure  transportation  witliout 
breakage.  It  is  easily  mined.  Tliere  is  another  vein  above 
the  Pittsburgh  Seam,  measuring  two  feet  and  a  half  thick. 
This  is  also  a  solid  coal  with  a  rock  cover.  Two  strata  of 
limestone,  one  two  feet,  the  other  four  feet  thick,  underlies  the 
great  coal  seam,  and  there  is  iron  ore  al)Ove  it.  The  out-crop 
of  this  great  Pittsburgh  coal  is  about  two  hundred  feet  above 
the  river,  and  it  has  about  two  hundred  feet  of  shales  and 
sand  stones  above  it.  A  good  miner  should  produce  for 
market  150  bushels  daily.  Mining  costs  5  cents  per  bushel, 
other  extras  and  transportation  to  Pittsburgh  will  cost  about 
IJ  cents.  The  coal  now  sells  for  121  to  II  cents  per  bushel. 
One  hundred  per  cent  profit  is  about  the  average  usual  gain 
by  people  occupied  in  the  coal  mining  business,  in  that  section 
of  country,  and  immense  fortunes  have  been  made  by  some 
of  them.  I  know  the  names  of  firms  who  have  within  the 
last  five  years  made  some  a  million,  some  two,  and  some  three 
millions  of  dollars  in  mining.  There  are  men  who  four  years 
ago  peddled  coal  about  the  streets,  and  one  who  taught 
school,  who  are  now  worth  their  millions.  There  is  no  loss 
in  mining  the  Pittsburgh  bituminous  seam.  All  is  taken  out 
and  all  is  saved,  the  very  dust  and  slack  is  coked,  and  the 
coke  is  worth  11  cents  per  bushel  at  the  iron  works  in  and 
around  Pittsburgh.  The  capacity  of  one  mine  will  be  about 
15,000  bushels  a  day  and  this  can  readily  be  doubled  by 
making  other  openings  on  Crawford’s  run. 

Coal  lands  are  continually  advancing  in  price  in  that 
region  of  country.  Four  hundred  dollars  per  acre  was  ofiered 
and  refused  for  a  tract  of  land  not  far  from  this  property 
where  the  coal  is  below  water  level.  In  a  few  years,  perhaps 
within  five,  lands  containing  the  Pittsburgh  Seam  of  coal  such 
as  those  I  am  reporting  upon,  will  sell  for  a  thousand  dollars 
per  acre.  Such  lands  on  the  Monongahela  near  to  Pittsburgh, 
realize  this  sum  and  more  at  the  present  time.  The  people  of 
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Pittsburgh,  are  concentrating  coal  lands,  and  forming  joint 
stock  companies  to  operate  them  on  an  extensive  scale. 

I  will  add  in  conclusion,  that  no  better  selection  could  be 
made  of  a  body  of  coal  lands  on  the  Youghiogheny  river  than 
those  which  have  been  chosen  for  the  operations  of  your 
Coal  Company.  And  I  will  add  further,  that  money  could 
not  be  invested  in  any  property  which  could  oft'er  greater  and 
more  reliable  profits,  than  the  one  on  which  I  have  reported. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  r.  ROBERTS. 

Philadelphia,  September,  1864. 


PROSPECTUS. 


WESTERN  COAL  COMPANY. 


This  company  is  organized  under  tire  “  Joint  tenant  and 
tenant  in  common”  law  of  Pennsylvania  ;  it  has  purchased  the 
right  to  all  coal  contained  in  one  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands, 
located  in  thetoAvnship  of  North  Huntingdon,  Westmoreland 
county  and  on  and  adjoining  Pool  No.  One,  forming  slack  water 
navigation  on  the  Y'oughiogheny  river  and  about  five  miles 
from  its  junction  AOth  the  Monongahela  river,  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  by  water. 

The  Pittsburgh  and  Connelsville  railroad  passes  down  the 
river  by  this  land  and  by  the  mines  of  this  company,  thus 
adding  to  the  facilities  of  slack  water  navigation,  that  of  the 
railroad  by  which  our  coal  can  be  transported  to  market. 

The  coal  on  these  lands  is  of  bituminous  formation  of  the 
best  quality  and  richness,  and  is  one  of  the  best  coals  in  the 
state  for  the  production  of  illuminating  gas. 

The  openings  on  these  mines  are  about  thirty  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  railroad,  which  srives  sufficient  hemht  for 
loading  into  cars  without  scaftolding.  The  natural  formation 
of  these  mines  is  also  of  sufficient  inclination  to  cause  them 
to  be  drained  from  the  openings  made  for  taking  out  the  coal, 
and  are  so  located  that  they  can  be  ventilated  by  the  drifts 
made  for  taking  out  the  coal. 
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The  vein  of  ciial  extending'  over  tins  entire  tract  is  six  feet 
thick  and  will  3deld  200,000  bushels  or  8000  tons  to  the  acre. 

The  Capital  stock  of  this  Company  is  One  Million  dollars, 
divided  into  shares  of  Ten  Dollars  each. 

In  directing  attention  to  this  great  coal  deposit,  the  Direc¬ 
tors  feel  no  hesitation  in  recommending  it  as  one  of  the  most 
eligible  opportunities  for  safe  investment  in  that  whole  region, 
aliounding  as  it  does  with  coal  companies  of  every  class  and 
grade  :  and  as  there  are  no  other  lands  now  to  be  had  upon 
the  “  Pittsburgh  Gi-eat  Seam,"  between  it  and  Pittsburgh, 
the  books  for  the  suliscription  of  stock  will  be  open  tor  a 
few  days  onlv,  at  the  office  ot  the  com])any  No.  112  South 
Poiirth  Street,  seciunl  storv  back  room,  or  at  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer,  No.  2d  South  Third  Street,  at  any  time  during 
business  hours. 

I’he  Officers  >.>!  the  M'estekx  Coal  Compaky  are: 

Robert  iM.  Poust,  President,  Claylon  x^lley,  Secretary, 
, I  AMES  IT.  Walton,  d’reasurer. 

DIRECTORS, 

Robert  M.  Foust,  R.  Reed  Myers, 

Robert  Clarkson,  John  George, 

Robert  F.  Brooke. 
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